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   Two Eurasian countries, two neighbors and friends, Russia and China have a long 
common history. Our countries support each other and show solidarity in most global 
issues, but Russian non-political feelings about China are considered a mystery.  
   Among all Chinese neighbors, Russia is unique: the largest country in the world, 
which occupied most of the Eurasia. During past decade Russian situation in 
economy, politics and social part stabilizes (thanks to energy recourses), which made 
Russia’s foreign policy more active and flexible than during the time of chaos in 
1990’s. 
  This thesis shows how over the centuries of common history the changing 
dynamics of Russian-Chinese relations brought us where we are now, and how 
Russians trying to formulate a new paradigm of perceptions of China.  
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Chapter 1 Introduction 
 
New global threats faced by the world community, require the strengthening of 
Russian-Chinese relations, cooperation and development of security in the 
Asia-Pacific region. The current relations between China and Russia attracted 
researchers in the first place because they are inter-state relations of a new type. As 
Gilbert Rozman, Professor of Sociology in Princeton University, in his article 
“Russian Strategic Thought toward Asia (Strategic Thought in Northeast Asia)” 
distinguished Russo-Chinese relationships as follows: “having survived through 
decades, the relationships were allied and hostile, current practice shows that neither 
the union nor the confrontation is in the interest of the two nations.”
1
  
Working on thesis, I faced a problem of organizing it, history, security, social, 
economy and many other factors combined in this topic; we have to discuss all these 
cases before making a conclusion about such kind of sensitive thing. 
 
1.1  Motivation and Purpose of the Study 
 
Being Russian I’m highly interested in Russian foreign policy and especially in 
its relations with China. The actuality of this topic is obvious, especially now, when 
Russo-Sino relations are stable and friendly. 
 Following two reasons, in my opinion, showing how important this topic is: 
a. New intergovernmental Russian-Chinese relations are based on new approaches to 
security, the core of which is mutual trust, equality and cooperation.
2
 
b. Russian-Chinese relations, according to Konstantin Syroezhkin are now “pinned 
                                                             
1 Rozman, G., (2006) “Russian Strategic Thought toward Asia (Strategic Thought in Northeast Asia)” (New York: 
Palgrave Macmillan), p.115 
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hopes as a factor of stability in the region, as alertness and full trust in the partners' 
relations always exist.”
3
 And the idea of cooperation usually involves the second 
element, which in practice means the rivalry and competition. Most important part of 
every country are people; not government workers, diplomats, presidents and 
prime-ministers, but average masses, that are making history.  
 
1.2  Research Questions 
 
Most important and interesting part, in my personal opinion, is studying 
international relations between countries by studying relations and perceptions of 
people. As we all know, ordinary people mostly don’t have anything to do with 
politics, security systems and governments decisions, but government’s propaganda 
has impressions on all levels of all mankind. That is what I would like to prospect, 
how our history, our governments and other structures affect our perceptions on other 
countries and how ordinary Russians think about their biggest neighbor either as an 
enemy or a friend. 
 
1.3  Research Methodology 
 
This is the topic that cannot be quantified in terms of numbers and statistics, so I 
did not use surveys to quantify my research. This is mainly about something 
intangible, something that cannot be defined by numbers, thesis totally related to 
social and historical problems. So mainly I used case studies and made interviews 
with questionnaires. Online source material, magazines, books and blogs helped me 
to gather secondary information. All this observation offered me a way to get 
first-hand knowledge of the issues associated with a particular topic.  
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1.4  Structure 
 
This thesis is structured in a linear and chronological way. I start with history in 
Chapter One to show the evolution of relations between China and Russia. From first 
meeting, the history of treaties to the period of Soviet Union. Later on I will 
introduce economic and business relations, international organizations, where both 
China and Russia are members, and their influence on each other and international 
policy. In Chapter Four I wanted to discuss main aspects of Russian perceptions of 
China nowadays, the questions “Is Russia loosing Far East?”. During research, I 
realized, this is what Russians are mostly curious, scared and this bothers them most 
of all, so I decided to go for it. In conclusion I tried the main arguments and showed 
the list of questions that were used for an interview while preparing for research.  
 
1.5  Theory and Literature Review 
 
Theoretical aspects of thesis are historical articles, periodicals and articles pertain 
to social, security and political science.  
Since quality is more important than quantity, references in this thesis showing 
how the ideas have developed, I tried to pick up best from the best so it won’t look 
like a shopping list of books and articles.  
Just first chapter of my research is focused on history, mostly I paid attention to 
recent literature, didn’t refer to books and articles that were, in my opinion, 
out-of-date (80 percent of references consist from books and articles, that were 
written during previous decade). 
 


















In my mind it’s important to critically evaluate results of the whole study. Present 
thesis has certain limitations that need to be considered when evaluating the study 
and its contributions.  
Instead of trying to understand the estimation of both sides (both Russia and 
China), I had to focus only on Russian side. The theoretical base of this study can be 
described as being fragmented as it includes such a wide variety of different 
perspectives. 
However, some ideas that were issued during research can be seen as fruitful 







































The very ink with which all history is written is merely fluid prejudice. 
Mark Twain, “Following the Equator”. 
Chapter II:  History of Sino-Russian Relations 
To learn about relations between two countries, we need to know the history of 
their relations, first contacts, treaties, trade and policies. 
Political and historical ties between Russia and China have a long history; a 
comprehensive image of China appeared for Russians in 17th century. However, 
until the mid-18th century China was not seen as a kind of threat (political or military) 
to Russia. So that’s why clashes about far eastern territories between these two 
countries were not seen as a major problem neither to China nor to Russia. As stated 
by Mark Edward Lewis, historian of China and Professor in Stanford University said 
that China was “playing a symbolic role as cultural antipode of Western 
civilization”
4
, which Russia was presenting that time. During the 17th, 18th centuries 
the official view of Russian government was that Russia itself was an enlightened 




2.1 History of Sino-Russian Relations in Seventeen-Nineteen 
Centuries 
In pre-modern times, the theory of foreign relations of China held that China was 
the Middle Kingdom, the center of world civilization, with the Chinese emperor 
being the leader of the civilized world. James Millar claimed that this view saw 
China as equivalent to all under heaven.
6
 All other states were considered to be 
                                                             
4 Lewis M.E. (2007) “The Early Chinese Empires. Qin and Han” (London, England, Harvard University press), 
p.62 
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tributaries, under the suzerain rule of China. 
7
 Unsurprisingly, there were periods 
when Chinese foreign relations could sometimes take isolationist tones, because of 
the view that the rest of the world was poor and had little to offer.
8
 Nevertheless, 
China was, from very early history, a center of trade. Many of Chinese interactions 
with the outside world came with the Silk Road. In Millar’s opinion this included, 
during the first or second century, contact with representatives of the Roman Empire, 
and during the thirteenth century, contact with Marco Polo. As mentioned by Lewis 
Chinese foreign policy was often aimed at containing the threat of so-called 
"barbarian" invaders (for example the Xiongnu, Mongols, and Jurchen) from the 
north.
9
 This could be done by military means, such as an active offense (campaigns 
into the north) or a more passive defense (as exemplified by the Great Wall). One 
issue of the Western embassies to China was, by James Millar, the kowtow.
10
 
Western diplomats understood that kowtowing meant accepting the superiority of the 
Chinese emperor over their kings, something unacceptable. 
   As mentioned in James Millar’s book “Encyclopedia of Russian History” the first 
diplomatic contact between China and the West occurred in 1665, when Russian 
explorers met the Manchus in what is today northeastern China. Using the common 
language of Latin, which the Chinese knew from Jesuit missionaries, the Chinese 
emperor and Russian tsar negotiated the Treaty of Nerchinsk in 1689, which 
delineated the border between Russia and China, some of which exists to this day. 
   This view of the world changed radically during the Qing dynasty when China 
had to face the realities of its weakness and European strength. 
11
The Qianlong 
emperor was famous for rejecting an offer of trade by the British diplomat George 
Macartney in 1793, an action which angered British and would facilitate the Opium 
War. During the latter half of the 19th century, China had to learn the subtleties of 
European diplomatic system.    
                                                             
7 ibid, p.332 
8 Lewis M.E. (2007) “The Early Chinese Empires. Qin and Han” (London, England, Harvard University press), 
p.62 
9 ibid 
10 Millar, J., (2004) “Encyclopedia of Russian History” (George Washington University), p.343 

















Although China's long-term goal through this period was to regain its former 
stature, its short term goal was simply to survive. Possessing a weak army, it resorted 
to using international law and conflict between the different European nations to 
maintain a tenuous self-existence. 
2.2 Treaty of Nerchinsk - The First Treaty between Russia and 
China 
As mentioned by Frank in his article, the Treaty of Nerchinsk (1689) was “the 
first treaty between Russia and China. The Russians gave up the area north of the 
Amur River and east of the mouth of the Argun River but kept the area between the 
Argun River and Lake Baikal”.
12
 
The agreement was signed in Nerchinsk on August 27, 1689. The signatories 
were Songgotu on behalf of the Kangxi Emperor and Fedor Golovin on behalf of the 
Russian tsars Peter I and Ivan V. 
The authoritative version was in Latin, with translations into Russian and 
Manchu, but these versions differed considerably. Frank also pointed out that there 
was no official Chinese text for another two centuries, but the border markers were 
inscribed in Chinese along with Manchu, Russian and Latin.
13
 
Later, in 1727, the Treaty of Kiakhta fixed what is now the border of Mongolia 
west of the Argun and opened up the caravan trade. In 1858 (Treaty of Aigun) Russia 
annexed the land north of the Amur and in 1860 (Treaty of Beijing) took the coast 
down to Vladivostok. The current border runs along the Argun, Amur and Ussuri 
Rivers. James Millar mentioned that from about 1640, Russians entered the Amur 
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basin from the north, into land claimed by the Manchus who at this time were just 
beginning their conquest of China.
14
  
After their first victory at Albazin in 1685, the Manchus sent two letters to the 
tsar (in Latin) suggesting peace and demanding that Russian freebooters leave the 
Amur. 
15
 According to Millar Russian government, knowing that the Amur could 
not be defended and being more concerned with events in the west, sent Fyodor 
Golovin east as plenipotentiary. Golovin left Moscow in January 1686 with 500 
people and reached Selenginsk near Lake Baikal in October 1687, from whence he 
sent couriers ahead. Based on James Millar’s “Encyclopedia of Russian History” it 
was agreed the meeting would be in Selenginsk in 1688. At this point the Oirats 
(western Mongols) under Galdan attacked the eastern Mongols in the area between 
Selenginsk and Peking and negotiations had to be delayed. To avoid the fighting 
Golovin moved east to Nerchinsk where it was agreed that negotiations will take 
place. The Manchus with 3,000 to 15,000 soldiers under Songgotu left Peking June 
1689 and arrived in July, (March remarks that there were no Mandarins with them 
since the journey had to be made on horseback and few Chinese gentlemen had 
mastered this undignified skill). Negotiations went on from August 22 to September 
6.
16
 The language used was Latin, the translators being, for the Russians, a Pole 
named Andrei Bielobocki and for the Chinese the Jesuits Jean-Francois Gerbillon 
and Thomas Pereira. To avoid problems of precedence, tents were erected side by 
side so that neither side would be seen as visiting the other. 
The Chinese wanted to remove Russians from the Amur but were worried about 
possible Russian support for the western Mongols. They also wanted a “delineated 
frontier to keep nomads and outlaws from fleeing across the border. They were 
interested in the Amur since it was the northern border of the Manchu heartland. 
They could ignore the area west of the Argun since it was then controlled by the 
                                                             
14 Millar, J., (2004) “Encyclopedia of Russian History” (George Washington University), p.78 
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